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Washington, DC -- Rep. Olver (D- First District) announced today                that he secured a $60,000 Economic Development Administration (EDA)                grant to provide economic planning and technical assistance to the                communities of North Worcester and Middlesex Counties.              

"I am deeply committed to improving the economic climate of the                first district. As a result, I have worked closely with the Montachusett                Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) to access federal programs that                would benefit the Montachusett region," Olver said.              

Olver added, "Since the approval of the Overall Economic Development                Program (OEDP) in 1994, I have been impressed by the efforts of                the OEDP Planning Committee to address key problems and develop                goals which will lead to a healthy economic environment in Central                Massachusetts."              

"I am confident that this grant will further help to accomplish                and exceed the economic goals of these communities," Olver said.              

The EDA grant is critical to continuing the progress that MRPC                had made thus far in addressing economic development issues in the                area. Grants issued under EDA are specifically targeted to create                or retain full-time permanent jobs and income for the unemployed                and underemployed in areas of economic distress.              
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